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English Language Arts, 8th Grade

WHAT’S THE STORY?

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an
education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while
riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from
a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the
youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.

| Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner,

championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that
prizes sons.| Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.

CONNECTIONS TO CURRICULUM

The following are some, but not all, of the connections to curriculum for this novel.

e Unit 1: Relationships
o How do people’s journeys affect their understanding of the people and world around them?
e Unit 2: Journey
o How do people’s journeys affect their understanding of the people and world around them?
e Unit 3: Human Spirit
o Essential Question: How can a person’s point of view impact their understanding of themselves, others, and the world around them?
e Unit 4: Change

o Essential Question: How can we adapt to change in order to better understand and impact the world around us?

KEY STANDARDS ADDRESSED

Updated Spring 2021



e RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

e RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide
an objective summary of the text.

e RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic
or idea

e RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

e RI.8.12 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

e RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or
categories).

e RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or
viewpoints

e RI1.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

e RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of
fact or interpretation.
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